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THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA

SIDE EVENT MARCH 2023
TITLE: RURAL WOMEN’S RIGHTS AND ACESS TO TECHNOLOGY IN TANZANIA
Date:7th March 2023
Time: 10.00 – 11.15 NY Time
1.0
Introduction
The sixty-seven (67) session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (CSW67) on the Priority theme: Innovation and technological change, and education in the digital age for achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls will take place from 6th – 17th March 2023. The CSW67 will also review the theme: “Challenges and opportunities in achieving gender equality and the empowerment of rural women and girls (agreed conclusions of the sixty-second – CSW62 session).  
1.1
Background

Every day women living in rural areas in Tanzania face challenges affecting their economic empowerment and rights. These include low education levels, inadequate access to financial resources, low technology, existence of discriminatory laws and practices governing inheritance and marital property; gender-biased inheritance customary norms that privileges men over women; unequal access to land and markets; and discriminatory attitudes and beliefs. Such challenges decrease rural women’s potential as agricultural producers, limiting their contributions to food security, frustrating their sustainable land management efforts, and undermining their well-being and that of their families.

Providing women with financial resources and access to and skills in technology will have multiple economic benefits. On the one hand, improving their quality of life and ability to, for example, stay connected to a various service through use of mobile phone, send and receive money, and open bank accounts. At the same time, the poorest smallholders and other households, whose livelihoods would benefit greatly from improved agricultural production, stronger market linkages and the opportunity to engage in agricultural value chains, which will in turn improve the lives of families, and individuals and communities’ rural areas will enjoy greater levels of their right to development.

Digital technology is a fundamental force for change in this century. It is Increasing Financial Inclusion, support financial sector development and reshaping economies for sustainable development. The complexity of the issue of technology and innovation for rural women need intersecting solutions for making technology more accessible to rural women; including adapting content to make it more useful for their needs and providing them with access and tools for sharing namely making it more affordable and accessible, as well as breaking down stereotypes that prevent them from making decisions about their digital and technology usage and providing the right blend of technologies. Mainstreaming gender when implementing programmes to get rural communities connected digitally is crucial to rectifying the imbalance between urban and rural, and male and female.

Many new and emerging technologies hold good potential for women’s empowerment but not all address gender differences adequately. More thorough analysis is needed about their effects on poor women and men in agriculture. Lessons can be learned from the experiences gained in the last 30 years with the differential impact of the older, basic technologies on women versus men. 

The session will also discuss issues related to increasing financial inclusion services, Evolution in technology and innovations, Gender equality and women’s empowerment which requires transformative shifts, integrated approaches, and new solutions to change the nature and number of efforts implemented by the Government of URT. 

Women living in rural areas are facing different challenges in this digital era. Some of these challenges include low level of education to enable them to benefit from emerging technologies. The united Republic of Tanzania has a total of 61 million people whereby Women make a 51% with more being in Rural areas. since women in rural settings in Tanzania are disadvantaged, it makes it even harder for them to have access to digital and technologies. Since they do not have control to resources or even decision it puts them more marginalized as they have to use poor means to increase productivity when men are enjoying the sophisticated technology.

With a gap in education, the literacy rate is 14.7% do not have formal education; 65.5% with primary school Level; only 19.2% with secondary /post level; 72% can read and write in Kiswahili vs 27% who can read and write in English according to Fin Scope 2017; while 70% of the world’s websites are in English this made a women living in rural areas sit in a lower chair with men climbing the ladder as they do not only have access but also have the knowledge gape to access and seek technological advancements.
2.0
Overview of the Side Event
This session will bring attention to issues around women and access to technology in Tanzania including secure land rights issues and access to finance. Becoming part of the digital world is crucial for empowering women and girls who can learn marketable digital skills, create career pathways, and go beyond gender stereotypes. Despite the systemic disadvantages faced by women and girls living in rural areas, women living in rural areas play a crucial role in ensuring the sustainability of households and communities, improving rural livelihoods and overall wellbeing, has been increasingly recognized. 

The session will amplify the voices of women living in Rural areas in Tanzania who are most disadvantaged when technology is involved and not properly managed or managed in a manner that is friendly to them. With the Digital and technological change in the world, women living in rural areas need to be at the center and be able to employ and use technology and innovation in all that they do.
Women and girls living in rural areas have disproportionately low access to quality infrastructure that would support optimal benefit from the advanced innovations and digital technology. Therefore, the review of the theme: “Challenges and opportunities in achieving gender equality and the empowerment of rural women and girls (agreed conclusions of the sixty-second – CSW62 session) is timely and complements the CSW67 theme.
The Government of the United Republic of Tanzania in collaboration with Landesa, LHRC, LSF and UN Women will host a Side Event during the CSW67 titled “Rural Women’s Rights and Access to Technology in Tanzania” The session aims to amplify the impact that access and use of digital technology has enabled to advance economic rights including secure land tenure for women in the pursuit for gender equality and sustainable development.  Securing land tenure for women is not only critical for good land governance but it enhances access to other productive resources, support economic justice for women and girls among other rights.  Digital technology has the possibility to accelerate documentation of land holdings, facilitate better administration and management of land information and improve land use through proper land use plans. 
Furthermore, the session aims to promote use of technology to advance social justice enabling women access to legal aid services and other vital services such as financial services, market opportunities, business linkages and Combining digital skills and technological infrastructures can assist to bridging the gap that exist.   in order to transform their economic prosperity and promote gender equality 
3.0
Expected Outputs  

During the session participants from different members states and institutions will have opportunity to share innovative experiences of how digital technology has made it possible to accelerate ownership/control over and optimize output from land and natural based resources. Increased access to financial resources and productivity. Undeterred by low internet access however, women and girls have embraced the advancement of digital technology. The session will hear the progress by the Government including Bank of Tanzania, Landesa, LHRC, LSF, UN Women and S4HL towards improving rural women’s rights while facilitating productive and beneficial utilization of resources through innovation and use of digital technology. It is hoped that the session will also highlight the challenges that remain to be tackled and explore potential technology spaces to tap into and future partnership in advancing gender equality by taking advantage of the growing opportunities provided by digital technology.  
4.0
The format
The format of the side event will be 1 hour and 15 minutes (75 minutes) bringing together a panel of experts showcasing best practices related to access and use of technology from the Government of URT, Landesa, LHRC, LSF, S4HL and UN Women.
The event will share issues related to limited opportunities for rural women in technology, how the world and especially Tanzania can do better in including rural women in Technology and what the country commits in ensuring that rural women have equal opportunities in Tanzania.

4.1
Opening Remarks 
Opening remarks will be done by the Hon. Dr. Dorothy O. Gwajima, the Minister for Community Development, Gender, Women and special Groups
4.2
Proposed Panelists/ Speakers 

1. Key Note Address – Hon. Dorothy Gwajima (MP), Minister of Community Development, Gender, Women and Special Groups (tbc)
2. Proposed Moderator – Hon Ambassador; Hussein Katanga, Permanent Representative to the UN (tbc) 
Proposed Panelists are from the Bank of Tanzania, Landesa, LSF, UN Women and LHRC.
4.3
Target Audience

Representatives of Member States, UN Agencies, Development Partners and Non-Government Organizations
4.4
Contact Info:

Badru Abdunuru, Acting Director for Gender, Ministry of Community Development, Gender, Women and Special Groups. Tel. +255 767273546 and email: badru.rwegarulira@jamii.go.tz 
PROPOSED PROGRAMME 
	Time
	                 Activity
	Responsible

	10.00 – 10.10
	Arrival of participants and showcasing by entrepreneur (TPSF)
	All

	10.10 – 10.20
	Introduction to session and speakers
	Hon. Hussein Katanga - Moderator

	10.20 – 10.25
	Keynote Address
	Hon. Riziki Pembe (MP), Minister of Community Development, Gender, Elders and Children

	10.25 – 10.30
	Financial inclusion for Women Empowerment
	Bank of Tanzania

	10:30 -10:35
	Enhancing social justice through technology
	LSF

	10.35 – 10.45

	Technology and LUP in Mufindi District in Tanzania
Haki Kiganjani – Digital Platform for Quality Response to GBV
Women and Land App’s Segment
	 Landesa
LHRC

S4HL

	10.45 – 10.50
	Enhancing women’s economic security through technology
	UN women

	10.50 – 11.10
	Questions, Answers and discussions
	Moderator

	11.10 – 11.15
	Closing Remarks
	Hon. Mwanaidi Ali Khamis, Deputy Minister of Community Development, Gender, Women and special groups


